Post-mortem Examination, eight hours after death.?On cutting through, the integuments on the swelling in front of the ear a cavity as large as a hazel-nut was met with, and communicating with this was another beneath the temporal muscle, as large as a walnut. Both were filled with a soft, cheesy substance. A probe passed into the cavity struck against the dura mater lining the squamous bone. On opening the head the dura mater was found greatly injected outside, and pink within, and was entire and adherent over the whole surface of the temporal bone within the cavity of the skull, but thickened in the right middle lateral fossa. When it was removed, the whole of the petrous bone, the basilar process of the occipital as far back as the posterior third of the foramen ovale, and the larger wing of the sphenoid, extending onwards to the middle line of the skull, were ascertained to be degenerated into a soft, cheesy mass, similar to that contained in the cavities above mentioned. A probe entering the opening behind the ear passed easily until it appeared in the foramen ovale, and another passed into the meatus appeared completely through the petrous bone. The malar bone was entirely destroyed, and the mastoid process of the temporal was also completely occupied by disease. The ventricals contained three ounces of bloody serum; arachnoid much injected, and between it and the pia mater was a layer of very yellow pus extending along the base of the brain, greatest in quantity on the anterior surface of the medulla oblongata, and extending down in front of the medulla spinalis as far as a view could be obtained. In the middle lobe of the brain was an abscess containing upwards of an ounce of very fetid greenish pus, and a second abscess existed in the middle of the posterior lobe containing a similar kind of pus. The section of the cerebral substance presented an unusual number of bloody points. No similar deposition was found elsewhere in the body.
